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India  is  hosting  the  13th  International  Permaculture  Convergence  in 
Hyderabad  in  2017  (www.ipcindia2017.org).  The  very  first  National 
Permaculture Conference (NPC) took place in India in February 2016. It 
was ground breaking and was a huge success.  It  brought  people from 
different  fields  of  organic  farming,  sustainable  living  and  established 
permaculturists under one roof. Valuable information was exchanged and 
intense networking took place.  This  has  given rise to  the formation of 
smaller  permaculture  groups  around  India.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
connect with these groups on my recent visit to India and follow what was 
being practised on their farms.

How my journey started
My  involvement  with  the  IPCUK2015  Convergence  started  in  the  UK, 
looking after 30 scholarship students. These were students from around 
the world making a difference within their communities at the grass roots 
level,  each with  a  fascinating story  to  tell.  I  was  inspired;  I  made the 
commitment to go to India to see first hand how permaculture practices 
were making a difference in people's lives.
 
I arrived at Padma and Narsanna's, in Hyderabad, in the midst of all the 
pre-event excitement. There was a real buzz in the air, phones ringing, 



promotional materials strewn on tables, boxes piled high and everyone 
working at a frenetic pace.
I was assigned the title of ‘Venue Decorations Coordinator’. I was in my 
element with my team of volunteers  - our creative juices were flowing 
and the results  were outstanding.  We used only  organic  materials  and 
even the paints were plant based. All this needed to be in place before we 
re-located our work at the site venue the next day!
We  also  checked  last  minute  arrangements  for  accommodation  and 
catering for the event. That complete, we rewarded ourselves with a visit 
to the Hyderabad Horticultural Society to view the best example of a roof 
terrace garden.

Event day arrives
The venue was the Agricultural University in Hyderabad.
Most of the raw material for the decorations had come from the Aranya 
farm. A ‘toran’, made of the mango leaves or flowers was hung at the 
entrance of the main door (an auspicious welcoming tradition in India).
Brown  earthen  pots,  decorated  by  women  farmers,  were  used  on  the 
stage for the  opening ceremonial show. Because they play a key role in 
the preservation of native seeds, they were delighted to be in charge of 
the seed collection display in the foyer. They took great pride in describing 
the seeds, when to sow and when harvest them, for example, the different 
Indian varieties of sorghum and other native seeds.

The event was attended 
by nearly 1180 
participants from varied 
backgrounds: 
Permaculture, Natural 
Resource Management 
groups, 
Environmentalists, field 
of biodiversity, 
sustainable living, 
health andnutrition, 
eco-friendly agricultural 
practices and 
sustainable living 
groups. The purpose 
was to share knowledge 
and experience through 
talks, presentations, 
discussions, small 
demonstrations and 
exhibitions that 
explored the theme

    
Indian Woman Farmer



"Towards  Healthy  Societies"  and  celebrate  the  virtues  of  permaculture 
principles.
It  was  the  perfect  place  to  network:  enthusiastic  farmers  &  farmer’s 
organisations,  academicians,  researchers,policy  makers,  students, 
entrepreneurs, all sharing a common vision of creating 'healthy societies'.

The opening ceremony
The opening keynote speech on ‘Permaculture in Indian Agriculture’ was 
delivered  by  the  Host  Narsanna  Koppula  from  Aranya  Agricultural 
Alternatives. The Chief Guest, Sri C. Parthasarathi spoke on the ‘Need for 
Permaculture’; Dr Vandana Shiva, a seminal speaker of Navdanya, spoke 
on ‘Small-scale Agriculture, Poverty, and Biodiversity and Conservation in 
India’. It was concluded by a beautiful traditional ‘diya’ ceremony where 
lights were lit and seeds were sown in earthen pots.
Other peripheral topics were ‘ Farming as if Nature Mattered’ by Claude 
Alvares, ‘Permaculture Principles & Ethics’ by Clea Chandmal, ‘Principles 
of Natural Farming & Perennial Orchards’ by Naresh Save, ‘Living Soil’ by 
Dr.  Sultan Ismail,  ‘Permaculture Kitchen Gardening and Food Forest’  by 
Rosie  Harding  and  Peter  Fernandes  ..  and  others.  All  sessions  were 
videoed for future viewing (so information overload was not a problem).
Catering did an amazing job of keeping us fed with breakfast, lunch and 
dinner  with  appetising  healthy  Indian  vegetarian  meals,  like  idlis  with 
green coconut chutney, dosas, adai, puttu and fresh fruit for breakfast, 
good wholesome variation of  rice,  dhal,  vegetables,  pickles  and Indian 
sweets.
After the event everything had to be taken down just as rapidly as it was 
put up! The buzz continued well after the event with group celebrations 
and last minute networking. It was sad saying 'goodbyes'; by the end of 
the week were just a handful of people. It was time to move on.

PDC course with Rakesh Roots in Murud
I met the new group at the Gateway of India. We took a ferry, then an 
adventurous  tuktuk  ride  across  to  Murud,  just  south  of  Mumbai.  Our 
destination was an idyllic privately owned beach house.
It  was  stunningly  beautiful,  so  peaceful,  with  rustic  charm and  just  5 
minutes walk to the beach.
Over the next 2 weeks our group bonded into tight-knit friendships. We 
had  a  daily  schedule  for  cooking,  cleaning  and  surviving  as  a  team. 
Rakesh  taught  us  community  living,  sociocracy  and  the  principles  of 
permaculture in a setting that to this day has left a lasting impression on 
me. Daily lessons were held indoors, outdoors and on the beach. The only 
outing was to the local town restaurant for a  sumptuous Vegetarian Thali 
for Rs200 – and we were spoilt for choice!
Rakesh  brought  the  best  out  of  us  with  his  inspiring  and  humorous 
presentations.
However, all good things come to an end and soon it was time to move on 
…



PDC class on the beach

Working Holiday & Family time
A completely different world from the world of Permaculture met me in 
Pune and Mumbai and it was great to catch up with friends and family. It 
coincided with the Festival of colour called ‘Holi’ and we had fun with the 
dry colours made from plants and vegetables!
I contacted the person who had created the Pune Permaculture group and 
organised a ‘Meet Up’ evening with an active group of 18 people. Many 
had their own farms or had keen interest in growing their own food. The 
Institute of Film Association (TIFA) even offered their land for a Community 
Permaculture  project.  I  soon  found  out  that  Pune  community  is  very 
switched  on  and  is  actively  participating  to  promote  farms  based  on 
Permaculture principles and Sustainable living. They were keen to hear all 
about my recent experiences in Hyderabad.

Delhi, Amritsar & Rishikesh
We reached Delhi where I got in touch with the Permaculture group there 
headed by Arun Kashyap who has his own NGO’s, ‘The Noble Footprints’, 
‘Atmashakti  Trust’  and ‘One Village’.  He has been very inspiring in my 
travels. Many exciting projects have been hatched over evening cocktails 
and delicious Indian food.
Next,  my travelling friend and I  decided to visit  Amritsar,  a city in the 
north  western  Indian  state  of  Punjab,  not  far  from  the  border  with 
Pakistan.



We saw the beautiful Golden Temple. At the centre of its walled old town is 
the gilded Golden Temple considered the holiest’ gurdwara’ of the Sikh 
religion.
We met up with a local friend who owned a wheat farm in Amritsar (and a 
really unusual design of farmhouse!).
We then travelled north to the beautiful valley of Rishikesh where we met 
up with Gaurav, whom I'd met earlier in February at the NPC. Using his 
permaculture designing skills, as well as aquaponics, he is having a huge 
impact on his community's farm. There is also an orphanage on site and 
his vision is for the farm to be fully self sufficient for everyone.
Back to Delhi, then a flight back to Pune.
I attended an informative two day course on home composting learning 
about simple methods, mulching and other effective ways of maximising 
yield for terrace gardening.

Jyoti’s Amazing Permaculture Farm
What an amazing woman!
Jyoti has a three acre farm in Chaitraban on the outskirts of Pune which 
she has single-handedly transformed into a stunning example of the best 
of permaculture design. It is a testament to what can be achieved through 
commitment and vision.  Over a four year period she has created a green 
oasis in the midst of an arid landscape!
We  spent  a  wonderful  day  together,  picnicking  on  fresh  salads, 
watermelons  and  mangoes  from  her  farm.  She  has  cultivated  fruits, 
vegetables, built swales (irrigated by nearby lake), a duck pond, chicken 
shelters and a drying shed. And … she is also preserving native seeds that 
are going into extinction.
 
Back in Hyderabad, I caught up with the enthusiastic IPCIndia team and 
visited the Aranya farm. I was explained the bold vision for Ipcindia 2017.
The  Conference  will  be  at  the  same  venue  as  the  NPCIndia  but  the 
Convergence will be on two farms in Polam and Aranya. There is a huge 
scope  for  long  term  interns  who  wish  to  be  part  of  the  organising 
committee.
 
Donations or help with the fund raising, please contact:
www.Ipcindia2017.org
ipcindia2017@gmail.com


